
 

 

 

 

 

                      

    

ñSummertime is always the best of what might be.ò 
― Charles Bowden  

  

Please Share With A Friend! Thanks -  Tara and Monica  

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is the largest service organization in the world?  Do you know? 

Here’s a clue – this group has over 1.4 million members and has clubs 

in more than 200 countries.  There are over 47,000 clubs and the 

second largest one in Fairfield County, 77 members strong, is located 

here in Brookfield.  Give up?  It’s Lions Clubs International, more 

commonly known as The Lions Club.  

“We are the best kept secret and we are trying to change that,” said 

Pam Tanz, the President of the Brookfield Lions.   “The Brookfield club 

has a very strong local presence and we want the community to learn 

who the Lions are.” 

Lions Clubs International’s mission is to empower volunteers to serve 

their communities, meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace and 

promote international understanding through Lions clubs.  Lions Clubs 

members join together to give their valuable time and effort to improving their communities and the 

world.   

 

The Lions are most often recognized for their service to people who are blind and visually impaired. This 

service began when Helen Keller challenged Lions to become “knights of the blind in the crusade against 

darkness” during the 1925 Lions Clubs International Convention.  Since then they have become so much 

more.  Internationally, clubs are uniting their global services around five areas of need: Vision, Hunger, 

Environment, Pediatric Cancer and Diabetes. These Global Causes present significant challenges to 

humanity, and the Lions believe it’s their obligation to meet them.  

 

So, what does our Brookfield Lions Club do?  Well, they conduct pediatric vision screening, sponsor food 

drives, organize road races, manage the Brookfield Community Garden, sponsor Red Cross blood drives, 

coordinate picnics and activities for Brookfield senior citizens, provide Thanksgiving baskets and holiday 

gifts to some citizens in need, host the annual potato bake at the first town summer concert, and 

champion the town’s annual Memorial Day parade to name a few.   And 100% of the money that is raised 

through the various fundraisers that they hold — Pancake Breakfast, Charity Breakfast, Golf Tournament, 

Shred Day and Summer Raffle — is donated to many local, regional and international causes.  Brookfield 

Social Services, Brookfield Cares, Brookfield Fire Departments, Connecticut Lions Eye Research 

Foundation, Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, and Regional Hospice are 

just some of the 25+ recipients. 
 

Some donations are soft and cuddly.  Last year, the Brookfield Lions donated 75 stuffed teddy bears, 

“Cuddle”, to Yale Pediatric Cancer Center to bring comfort to children undergoing cancer treatment.   20 

more were given to Ann’s Place to help with children’s grief counseling, and another 100 were sent to 

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center for the pediatric cancer ward.  

And,of course, there is KidSight, the Lions pediatric vision screening program.  The WelchAllyn SPOT 

Camera that is used can detect conditions such as astigmatism, myopia, hyperopia, strabismus, 

anisometropia and anisocoria, all of which if caught in time, prior to 7 years old, might be 

corrected.  During the last school year, 20 Brookfield Lions and other local area club members conducted 

close to 10,000 screenings in 68 schools.  Of those screened, 1,515 students were referred to see eye 

professionals.  Cathy Nielsen, former president of the Brookfield Lions, really enjoys visiting the schools, 

“It is very satisfying to find a child that needs help.” 

Marie Yapoujian and her husband Fraij feel the same way.  Last year they visited Armenia, their ancestral 

home, to screen over 2,000 children.  (If you want to help, there are eyeglass drop off boxes at Town Hall 

and ShopRite.  They also accept hearing aids). 

One of their biggest fundraisers is coming up on August 16th, their 37th Annual Charity Golf 

Tournament.  Golfers, sponsors and raffle prize donations are welcomed!  More information about the 

Tournament can be found below.  

 

Interested in becoming a member but don’t think you have enough time to be a Lion?  “Our members do 

as much as they can, when they can.  There are no participation requirements, but having fun while 

helping others is mandatory,” explained Pam.  Most people join the Lions Club because they feel the need 

to give something back, to do the "right" thing. Let's face it, knowing you've helped someone feels good. 

Helping a neighbor or friend in your own community feels even better. 

For further information about the Brookfield Lions contact Membership Co-Chair Jackie Kettunen 

jkettunen@earthlink.net, Co-Chair Amy Diezemann diezemann@sbcglobal.net, or visit their website — 

www.BrookfieldCTLionsClub.org.    

 

                          “Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.   We Serve”  

mailto:jkettunen@earthlink.net
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A statewide plastic bag tax 

takes effect August 1st. Here’s 

what you need to know...  
 
Starting August 1st, Connecticut shoppers will need to 
remember to bring reusable bags with them when they 
go to most stores, or theyôll end up paying a 10-cent 
per bag fee for single-use plastic bags to carry 
groceries or other items. 

The 2019 General Assembly passed a law to discourage the use of thin, disposable plastic shopping 
bags to help the environment and reduce plastic trash. The intent of the law that takes effect Aug. 1 is to 
encourage consumers to buy or bring their own reusable bags when shopping. All single-use plastic 
bags will be banned in July 2021. In addition to stores, restaurants and food trucks will have to charge 
fees on plastic bags for leftovers and take-away product. 
There are several exemptions. Fees wonôt be required for paper bags, reusable plastic bags four 
millimeters or more in thickness, thin plastic bags used to contain meat, seafood, loose vegetables or 
other unwrapped foods. Thin plastic bags used to protect newspapers and dry cleaning will also be 
exempt. 
State estimates are that the bag fees will raise about $30.2 million in the current fiscal year and $26.8 
million in 2020-21. All the money will be used for regular state expenses. 
Consumers have a couple of choices when it comes time to bag their purchases. They can purchase 
reusable bags made of canvas or cloth or they can use paper bags. But if they choose paper, some 
retailers now will require them to pay for the bags. For example, several of Connecticutôs largest 
supermarket chains are charging a 10-cent fee per paper bag. The rationale for charging for paper 
bags, which currently are free at most stores, is to nudge as many consumers as possible toward using 
reusable bags ð which also has to be purchased. 

 More information about the new regulation can be found www.hrra.org.   

 



 

  

 

YMCA CAMP GREENKNOLL  

August 5 Camp Show  

Only 25 Openings  
 

   

 YMCA Camp Greenknoll has 25 OPENINGS 

AVAILABLE  NEXT WEEK , August 5 for camp show. 

A week of song, dance, memories and hilarious 

outtakes. Come to our camper show week as each 

tribe creates its own UNIQUE PERFORMANCE  to 

present to camp & families on Friday. Rain didn’t 

stop the awesomeness last year! Stay after for our 

CAMP FAMILY NIGHT!  Register Today!  

 

For more information about summer camp contact Camp Director, Sean Turner, at 

sturner@regionalymca.org 
 

 CAMP AVAILABILITY: 

8/12 Week: Olympics 67 Openings 

8/19 Week: Luau 43 Openings 
 

  

 Also at the YMCA this month:  

On August 10th from 10:00 to 12:00, walk to Danbury Farmer’s Market on the Green, shop, 

play and have fun with your family! The first 60 registered families will receive coupons to use 

at the Farmer’s Market. To register contact Kit Sathong at ksathong@regionalymca.org or call 

203.740.3432 x 215 to attend the event and receive the coupons. 

Also, link with nature through their very popular outdoor yoga program at Tarrywile  

For more info visit here .  

 

August 5 -  American Military Forum -  The British Raid on Danbury   

On the evening of April 26, 1777, British forces raided 

Danbury, Connecticut and destroyed a large American 

supply depot and burning many of the homes and public 

buildings of the rebels.  Danbury was a staging ground 

for patriot activities against the British in New 

York.  Because of its inland location it was considered a 

fairly safe area. Historian Ed Hynes will cover the 

events leading up to the raid, the subsequent battle 

that ensued in Ridgefield, and high cost the British paid 

on their return trip to the sound. 

 

BB3GGJ Minutemen leaving for the Battle of Concord Massachusetts 1775 

Location: Historical Society's Museum, 165 Whisconier Road (at the junction of CT Routes 25 and 133 

Admission to this presentation is free and complimentary refreshments will be available for attendees. 

For more information, visit here ..  
 

mailto:sturner@regionalymca.org
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The Bridgewater Fair returns for its 68th year - and EVEN BETTER! They have an ENTIRE NEW 
Entertainment/Events/Shows and Exhibitions setup this year. THRILL ACTS! NEW Vendors! NEW Food! NEW 

Contests! ALL LOCAL BANDS! NEW Goat Show! Toyota Truck RAFFLE! 
And of course many of our favorites still returning. 

The event, which will draw thousands of patrons from the area and throughout the region, is sponsored as 

its chief fundraiser by the Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Department.  The Bridgewater Country Fair is a long-
standing tradition, preserving the character of the country fairs of yesterday, when farmers and other 

country folk congregated to compete with their prized livestock, produce, and arts and crafts. 
PARADE  

Kick off the weekend with the Annual Bridgewater Fair Parade - opening ceremonies begin at 6:30 and the 
parade starts at 6:45 Friday evening. 

The parade features area Volunteer Fire Companies from Connecticut and New York, carrying their colors 

and displaying their newest trucks as well as antique fire equipment. 
Marching bands, color guard, and many other attractions ring in the fair as they make their way down 

quaint Main Street in Bridgewater. Come early for a good spot. 
BRIDGEWATER COUNTRY FAIR HOURS AND TICKET PRICES  

¶ Friday 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

¶ Saturday 8:00 am - 11:00 pm 

¶ Sunday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

¶ General Admission $8.00 

¶ Seniors (60+) $6.00 

¶ Veterans (with valid ID) $6.00 

¶ Children (12-) Free 

¶ 3-day pass $16.00 

¶ For Group Sales, 12 or more tickets, email bridgewatercountryfair@gmail.com 

¶ FREE PARKING 

 

 

SummerStage Outdoor Concerts at the Danbury Fair Mall has a 
rockin' line-up of local cover bands every Wednesday from July 
17th - August 7th from starting at 6:30PM - 8:30PM. 

August 7 - The Zoo 
   

Also, SummerStage returns with an exciting series of beloved 

children’s entertainers! All shows will be held on the lower level by 
JCPenney. This year, Kids Club will also provide weekly recycling 
and sustainability messaging into its program. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to teach children pre-K to 8 years old about the basics 
of “Healthy People” and “Healthy Planet” how everything is 

connected and how they can make a difference in a fun, interactive 
setting. To start, and child that brings in plastic bags from home 

will receive a free gift and take home activity sheet 

July 30 – Get on Your Feet and Dance, Dance, Dance, Musical Show 
August 6 – Tres Cirque Spectacular 
August 13 – Finale – Chinese Acrobatic Artistry with Li Liu 
ALL CHILDREN’S SHOWS on Tuesday’s will also include a craft and face-painting or balloon art. 
For more info please visit here . 

mailto:bridgewatercountryfair@gmail.com
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One Town One Read  continues ... 
What is it?  The whole town is invited to read the same book at the same time, with programs held over 

the summer at the library.  Read below to see about some of this year's great activities!  For every 
program attended, you will earn a ticket to win a prize!  Prizes include:  A basket of books by Dani 
Shapiro, a one-year subscription to Ancestry.com, tickets to the author event to meet Dani Shapiro! 

This year's selection: 
 
INHERITANCE:    
A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and Love  

by Dani Shapiro 
  

  
A New York Times Bestseller, from the acclaimed, best-selling memoirist and novelist —“a writer of rare 
talent” (Cheryl Strayed) — a memoir about the staggering family secret uncovered by a genealogy test: 
an exploration of the urgent ethical questions surrounding fertility treatments and DNA testing, and a 
profound inquiry of paternity, identity, and love. 
 

What makes us who we are? What combination of memory, history, biology, experience, and that 
ineffable thing called the soul defines us? 
 
In the spring of 2016, through a genealogy website to which she had whimsically submitted her DNA for 
analysis, Dani Shapiro received the stunning news that her father was not her biological father. She woke 

up one morning and her entire history -- the life she had lived -- crumbled beneath her. 

 
Inheritance  is a book about secrets -- secrets within families, kept out of shame or self-protectiveness; 
secrets we keep from one another in the name of love. It is the story of a woman's urgent quest to unlock 
the story of her own identity, a story that has been scrupulously hidden from her for more than fifty 
years, years she had spent writing brilliantly, and compulsively, on themes of identity and family history. 
It is a book about the extraordinary moment we live in -- a moment in which science and technology have 
outpaced not only medical ethics but also the capacities of the human heart to contend with the 

consequences of what we discover. 
 
Book Group Discussion  
Tuesday, August 13, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 20, 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Family Tree Craft Workshop  

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 

Whether your family is big or small, every one of us has a unique history.  Join us for a workshop to help 
visualize your roots.  We will make a simple but creative keepsake to document your family story and 
show how it navigated to you!  All materials will be provided.  For adults and older teens. Please register 
so that we can plan for supplies. 
  

 

Author, Dani Shapiro, will visit The Brookfield Library   
September 23 7:00pm to 8:00pm 
Dani Shapiro will be here in person to discuss this year’s One Town, One Read book: Inheritance . 
 
Please register for these programs here. 

https://townappeal.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23785001990c8af21ede4e32&id=e61be8a23d&e=f138d80917


 

Trip the Light Fantastic’s 3rd annual ballroom production 

“Cirque du Danse” features a variety of professional and 

amateur ballroom and Latin numbers performed in a 

gorgeous historical venue with state of the art lighting 

and sound. Each number will pay homage to a circus act 

or spectacle, merging the thrill of the big top with the art 

of dance, and the magic of the stage! A dance social with 

cast and crew will follow the performance. 

 Click Here to Purchase tickets  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The Sunset Sizzler 5K is back in its 7th year. All 
proceeds to benefit Brookfield HS athletics. Click Here 

to Register 
Booster Club is seeking volunteers to help pull this 

event together. Please 
email brookfieldboosterclub@gmail.com to get involved 

and help BHS athletics 

 

 
 
 
 

Household Hazardous Waste Day on 
Saturday, September 7 from 9:00 a.m. - 

1:00 p.m. at Walnut Hill Church. This is 
also for Brookfield residents. Just load 

your car with all unwanted chemicals and 
paint and they will empty it for you.  No 

need to get out of your car!  More 
information here b 

https://townappeal.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23785001990c8af21ede4e32&id=458307ca99&e=f138d80917
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mailto:brookfieldboosterclub@gmail.com
https://townappeal.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23785001990c8af21ede4e32&id=64d3d9e5cb&e=f138d80917


 

 

 

 

 

** To participate in these events, people have to join the Senior Center and one must be 

60 years or older** 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

One Second, One Thought, One Breath: Mindfulness Meditation 
On Friday Afternoons; August 2,9,16,23 and 30 from 3:00 to 4:00 
Our meditation class is now meeting on Friday afternoons for one hour, from 3:00 – 4:00 

in the Community Room over the summer.  Join Prabha Makayee for a free meditation 
practice. Learn simple means to self-regulation and empowerment, and take back self-
control and responsibility for your all around well-being. This class is an “open house” 

concept–you can come and leave at any time during the class.  Open to teens and adults 
and older children attending with an adult.  Registration is appreciated. 
For more information, click here .  

 
See the Classic Movie Jaws at the Library  
August 6th from 2:00 to 4:00 
Film showing of Jaws , based on the bestselling book by Peter Benchley; directed by Steven 

Spielberg; and starring Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw, and Richard Dreyfuss. When a killer 
shark unleashes chaos on a beach community, it’s up to a local sheriff, a marine biologist, 
and an old seafarer to hunt the beast down. Rated PG, 124 minutes. Free showing, 

popcorn & soda. More details can be found here . 

 
Parent Support Group of Brookfield 
August 7, 2019 from 7:00 to 8:30 
Parents Helping Parents. The Parent Support Network of Brookfield is a program of The 
Youth Mental Health Project, sponsored by Brookfield Cares. The Network is a family-

driven, parent-led Network that will provide parents who are concerned about their child’s 
mental health and well-being with the opportunity to give and receive valuable peer 
connection. Trained parent volunteer Facilitators will run regular, in-person, FREE, 

CONFIDENTIAL meetings for parents in the community. For more information and location 
contact brookfieldpsn@ymhproject.org  

 
Casey Carle's Bubblemania 
August 8th 5:30 to 6:30 at the Library 
Learn how bubbles form, why they’re spherical, how to make a cube bubble, and the science of bubble bursting! 

For more information, click here . 

 
Blood Drive at the Congregational Church 
August 14th from 1:30 to 6:30 
All blood types are needed especially in the summer months.  Walk-ins are welcome or 
you can sign up for a specific time by clicking here .  

 
Maywood Garden Tour, Bridgewater 
August 24th from 10:00 to 2:00 
While Maywood is a private property, and generally not open to the public, visitors are 

welcome to Maywood’s Annual Garden Tour. The tour, a benefit for the National Garden 
Conservancy, welcomes the public. 
For more information, including cost and accessibility, click here . 

 
 
 

 
 
17th Annual Jazz Party 
August 25th from 4:00 to 5:15 
Free ice cream from 3:30 – 4:00 

No matter how hot the weather, the jazz will be hotter!  This is the library’s last outdoor 
concert of the summer – and your last chance for free ice cream – so load up your lawn 
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chairs or blankets, your kids, your well-behaved dogs, and join us to hear five truly 
outstanding musicians. For more information, click here . 

   

Looking for more local events? Check out our Events Calendar at 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/ 

 

 

Interested in becoming a sponsor or advertising your business on 
TownAppeal.com or our monthly newsletter?  In July we had over 
3,000 page views on our website.  Our advertising rates are very 
affordable.  Please contact us at admin@townappeal.com for more 
information. 

 

 

 

Town Appeal.com was created to provide a free and complete business directory 

where neighbors can recommend their favorite local businesses and events.  Our 

searchable database includes town organizations, non-profits as well as parks and 
open space. 

Town Appeal also features deals from local businesses, a calendar of events, and 
helpful links. 

Our monthly newsletter features a Spotlight on several town businesses, deals from 
our local businesses, and upcoming events in town. 

  
Please consider subscribing to our newsletter and recommending businesses or 

events to your friends and neighbors by visiting  https://www.townappeal.com or 
following us on Facebook 

  

 

Copyright © 2019 Local Business Solutions dba Town Appeal  
All rights reserved.  

 
Our mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 533 Brookfield, CT 06804 
Contact us at Admin@TownAppeal.com 

 
To ensure delivery of emails from TownAppeal, please add admin@townappeal.com 

to your to your address book. 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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