
  

 

 
" I remember going there as a kid and it really brings out the foliage with sunset just shining down 
perfectly behind the bridge." Ricky Paez with Ricky P. Photography 
This month, we wanted our front page to showcase our beautiful town "Brookfield in the Fall".  We decided to 
ask local photographer, Ricky P. for some help.  And we couldn't be more excited to share it with you.  After 
exploring the town, he sent this picture. 
Ricky describes himself as a "military trained photographer with so much passion" and we have to agree!  To 
see some more of Ricky's work, including some of wonderful area prints, see our article below and visit 
https://www.rickypphotography.com/Prints/ 
 
In this newsletter, we will be introducing you to a new business, Mine Hill Distillery in addition to a well-
established landmark, DiGrazia Vineyards.  Of course, we will give you the highlights of some of the many 
events happening locally and neighboring towns.  For a complete listing, please visit: 

 
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/  
 
Sign up for our new Blog and receive an email when we post a new article or our weekly "What's Happening 
in Our Area"  post. Visit https://townappeal.com/brookfield/blog/ 
 
Please Share With A Friend! Thanks - Tara and Monica 
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Mine Hill Distillery 

  
Town Appeal welcomes the Mine Hill Distillery to Roxbury, CT!  Owner Elliott Davis, a venture capitalist 
and owner of New Leaf Farm in Washington, had a vision to open a distillery. While searching for a 
location he met with Roxbury First Selectman Barbara Henry and she urged him to consider the former 
Roxbury train station, which was in urgent need of repair.  Elliott purchased the property in 2015, with a 
plan to repurpose the existing buildings, ensuring they kept their 19th century look, while reusing as 
many materials as possible, even the original floor boards. Using vintage photos, his commitment to the 
period is evident in the Station and the Distillery (once a cigar factory), which still boasts the original 
framing, winch, and nicotine stains on the floors! 
 
Mine Hill Distillery won the 2017 Award of Merit from the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Elliott has a very clear vision. “We are dedicated to craftsmanship, authenticity and Yankee ingenuity 
which is reflected in every bottle. We take pride in sourcing our grains locally and using our own spring 
water to create spirits with a sense of place and Still Made in Connecticut.” Some of the corn and rye is 
sourced from Lion Rock Farm in Sharon, and the malt and wheat come from the Thrall Family Farm in 
Windsor, which has been in the family for 15 generations! 
 
The fully restored property encompasses 4 buildings, a beautiful waterfall, riverfront lawns, a firepit 
designed by Elliott’s daughter and an outdoor bandstand.  The lumber shed are now a barrel house, and 
the 1872 Roxbury train station is a stunning event space suitable for weddings, private parties, and 
corporate off-site meetings. The Distillery combines state of the art technology with a historic and yet 
modern flair.  As Elliott told us during our tour, “it’s the wow factor” and we couldn’t agree more.  The 
second floor boasts couches, a fireplace, a flat screen tv tucked behind antique birch bark panels, and a 
devoted studio for local artists to create their work. 
 
Elliott and his head distiller, Charisse Woods, began experimenting to find the perfect formula for vodka 
and gin. The vodka is distilled using local wheat in a single run to achieve a clean, crisp character. 
Located on the actual 41st parallel, they bottle their spirits at 41 percent, for a smooth vodka. The vodka 
is the base for their gin where they incorporate local ingredients such including eastern white pine, 
hawthorn berries, nutmeg (as in the state) and black walnut (the only ones in the world to do so). These 
spirits are available for sale at the distillery. Bourbon and rye are expected to be offered next year along 
with tasting cocktails as the state laws have changed because as Elliott says “who doesn’t like a 
cocktail?” 
 
Mine Hill Distillery had a soft opening a few weeks ago and is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12-
5pm.  Currently their products are only available at the distillery and at the Mayflower Inn. 
(Update- As we went to print, we received the following update from Mine Hill Distillery “We 
are sold out! We were blown away by the hundreds of people who have visited Mine Hill over 
the last few weeks. The response and demand  exceeded our wildest expectations! 

We are working hard to get our second batch 
ready for market and are finalizing our 
recipes for our bourbon and rye to put in our 
waterfall barrel house for future release. 
While we are temporarily closing our tasting 
room, we will still be open by appointment 

for tours and tastings.”) 
View the video below to see the transformation of 
the Roxbury Train Station. 
 
     5 Mine Hill Rd 
Roxbury, Connecticut 
(860) 210-1872 
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(DiGrazia Vineyards Winery and Dr. DiGrazia) 
 
Many Brookfield residents who visit other wineries in CT don’t even think to stop by one in their own 
backyard – DiGrazia Winery on Tower Road.  Customers are encouraged to bring their own food for 
picnicking and the winery is also dog-friendly. 
 
History 
Dr. Paul DiGrazia studied chemistry and attended medical school in Switzerland where he was 
surrounded by vineyards.  When he returned to the United States he, along with his wife Barbara, 
started his own vineyard, planting 20 acres of grapes 1978 then 20 more in 1979 in Amenia, NY.  
The plan was to sell to local wineries; however, in 1984 after a major customer cancelled a large order, 
DiGrazia was stuck with an excessive inventory of grapes.  So, “making lemonade out of lemons” he 
decided to use their expertise (his wife was a chemist and he was self-educated in winemaking) to 
produce their own wines.  He hired Brookfield High School students as labor to help harvest the 
grapes.  Now one of those kids is managing the winery – Mark Langford, Dr. DiGrazia’s stepson. 
 
Experimentation 
As a practicing physician Dr. DiGrazia was on top of health trends and touted the benefits of 
antioxidants long before it was popular.  He wrote and spoke nationally about these benefits and 
experimented making wines using fruits high in these cancer-fighting elements. 
One such experiment led to a blueberry wine, Wild Blue, which is now their most popular. 
Another example was the use of honey as a preservative instead of the more commonly used practice of 
adding sulfites to wines, which causes an allergic reaction in some people.  “He was branded a heretic at 
the time” Mark recalls.  
Due to fluctuations in local weather patterns, several years ago the winery added production of other 
fruit wines such as pear and apple which along with the blueberry wine, now accounts for 40% of their 
business.  Fruit wine production keeps production humming all year long unlike producers who focus on 

grape-based wines.  
Today, DiGrazia Vineyards produces 8,000 gallons of grape wines and 2,000 gallons of fruit wines each 
year.  Jaimie Cura, Tasting Room Associate, started as a customer and found that unlike the case at 
other wineries where she enjoyed only 1 or 2 of the wines, she liked all of DiGrazia’s offerings. She 
promises that if you come and try one wine, you’ll leave liking them all! 
 
Art and Wine 
The artwork on DiGrazia’s wine bottles features some names familiar to local residents. 
Frank Gurski, blacksmith and farmer, was the winery’s initial customer and was honored by DiGrazia 
with an aptly named Blacksmith Port and also with a picture of him on the label. He bragged he was the 
only living human with a likeness on a wine bottle! 
 
Looking to the future 
Shortly before his passing, Dr.DiGrazia begain work on an organic vineyard on the Brookfield 
property.  His belief was that the plants are actually healthier when not subjected to chemical 
pesticides.  “Just like a healthy person doesn’t need preventive medicine, healthy plants do not need 
chemical pesticides and fertilizers” commented Mark who is also certified in Organic Lawn Care.  “The 
organic fertilizer stays in the soil where chemical fertilizers can run off and not only help the plants but 
toxify the surrounding environment.” 
CBD additives are a hot topic in all products so the winery is exploring its use in wines once legislation is 
worked out.  
 
Events 
DiGrazia Winery holds several events open to the public. One such event is “Wood and Wine” where 
attendees will sample wine and create a cheese board, lazy susan or serving tray to take home.  This 
event is on October 11th from 7-10pm.  Registration in advance is a must – see here for details. 
   

DiGrazia Vineyards 
131 Tower Rd 

Brookfield, Connecticut 
(203) 775-1616 
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More about Ricky Paez and Ricky P Photography 
 
My name is Ricky Paez and I was born in New York, moved to Brookfield in 1995 where I attended all 
the Brookfield public schools until I transferred to Abbott Tech my sophomore year. After graduating 
from Abbott Tech, I joined the Air Force in 2014 as Security Forces. I completed my training in Texas, 
and then would serve my 4 year contract in Northern California at Beale Air Force base where my 
passion for photography started. My love for photography and going on adventures has brought me to 
Hawaii, the Grand Canyon, the Hoover Dam, the Redwoods, and Yosemite. In addition, I drove from 
California to North Carolina where I continued my love of photography by taking many landscape 
pictures along the way. I lived in North Carolina for a year until moving back to where it all began, 
Brookfield, Connecticut. 
 
You can find my work at www.rickypphotography.com, on Instagram at ricky_p_photography, on 
Facebook at Ricky P Photography, and you can contact me via email at rpaez3@gmail.com.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  
 

    
 

 

 
. 

 
For more info visit here. 
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This year Brookfield Day will be held on October 19th.  Make sure you stop by the Yankee Fair and Barn 

Sale and then head on over to the Library and Craft Center. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR BROOKFIELD CRAFT CENTER'S 
FALL OPEN HOUSE! Learn about our courses and 

watch live demonstrations. Our classes and 
workshops include ceramics, blacksmithing, 
jewelry, glass, woodturning, fiber, painting, 

digital media, and more! Visit our gallery and 
gift shop to find unique, handcrafted art.  

For more information, click here.  
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Stuffed: Why Our Houses and Schedules are Full and We Still Feel Empty 

Wednesday October 2 from 6:30 p.m to 8:00 
What’s hidden behind your closet doors? Why do we keep so much stuff in our homes? How did it all get 
there & what does it say about us? Professional Organizer Kerri Colombo of Cornerstone Organizing will 
share stories and lessons learned through her years of listening to clients and emptying & organizing 
homes. You’ll leave with a better understanding of why so much piles up in our homes and how to sift 
through the clutter to create the life you want to live today. Kerri is passionate about guiding others on 
this journey. She has appeared as the Organizing Expert on TLC’s Hoarding: Buried Alive and is a 
recommended Organizer with Hartford Hospital’s Institute of Living Anxiety Disorders Center. 

 

Digital Downloads Class 
October 16 from 3:00 to 4:00 

Do you want access to FREE movies, ebooks, audiobooks, and more?  Come learn about all of the free 
digital download services our library provides! 
You will learn about OverDrive audiobooks and eBooks, RBDigital magazines, and hoopla movies, 
audiobooks, ebooks, comics, and music. All of these services can be accessed from your desktop 
computer or mobile device (iPad, iPhone, Android, Kindle Fire, etc.) 
Please note: Our downloadable services are only available to Brookfield residents with a valid Brookfield 
Library card. 
Registration for this free program is appreciated. 

  
Please register for these programs here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for National Coffee with a Cop Day! 

Did you know that October 2nd is National Coffee with a Cop day? 
Anyone is welcome to join our officers from 09:00 AM until 11:00 AM at 
the Dunkin’ located at #270 Federal Road (across from the Rollingwood 
Complex) for National Coffee with a Cop Day! 
Allow us to buy you a cup of coffee and hear your concerns. Come with 
comments and questions, or just grab your coffee and go. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

October 2, 2019  9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Dunkin’ Donuts  270 Federal Road 
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Please Support Our Sponsors- 

Expedia Cruise Ship Centers - Your Full Service Travel Agency 
 

For more information about this exciting 
event and to take advantage of the 

Expedia On Board Cash Credit, click here. 
 

Please join us at our event on Thursday, 
October 3 as we learn about river 
cruising and exploring the Canadian 
Rockies by rail. There will be light 

refreshments and a cooking 
demonstration featuring First Bite 

Catering. 

We will have Stephen Batjiaka from 
AmaWaterways and Tim Palmer from 

Rocky Mountaineer onhand to help you 
plan your next luxurious vacation! 

Book select AmaWaterways sailings during 
our World Explorer Sale from October 1 – 

31, 2019, and enjoy this Expedia® 
Extra:* Up to $200 Onboard Cash 

Credit 

    
 

 

The Brookfield Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce this year’s Best of Brookfield, which will 
take place on Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at The Candlewood Inn, Brookfield from 4:30 – 7:30 pm. 

As always, the Best of Brookfield is an excellent opportunity for all types of businesses and 
organizations to showcase their products and services to each other and the community. As a signature 
event for the Chamber of Commerce and our vendors who support the night, we are going to charge a 
$5.00 entrance fee for attendees.  
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Brookfield Theatre presents “Turn Up The Heat” 
Comedy Show A Fun Fundraiser for our 
Furnace Upgrade! Join us for a night of stand-
up comedy featuring 
Rick Roberts (Mohegan Sun, Dangerfields & Twin 
River Casino) & Tom Liberati (Foxwoods, 
Treehouse Comedy & ABC) with Special Guests 
Sam Bass & Wesley Orser Tickets $25 
Cocktail hour begins at 7pm 
Show begins at 8pm Wine & Beer $5 / Soft 
Drinks $2 Have fun while helping the 
theatre fund a furnace upgrade – invite your 
friends! 
 

 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Day on Saturday, October 5 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Pettibone 
School. Brookfield residents also welcome. Just load your car with all unwanted chemicals and paint and 

they will empty it for you.  No need to get out of your car!  More information here. 
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Events 

Do you have questions?  Email: info@hrra.org or call them at 203.775.4539 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  All acceptable items are FREE for disposal at all HHW events. There is a $20 fee 
to drop-off any of the following items at an HHW event: Motor Oil, Antifreeze, Auto Batteries, Propane 

Tanks or CF Light Bulbs.  
CLICK HERE for alternative disposal options for these items. 
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Parents Helping Parents. The Parent Support Network of 
Brookfield is a program of The Youth Mental Health Project, 
sponsored by Brookfield Cares. The Network is a family-driven, 
parent-led Network that will provide parents who are concerned 
about their child’s mental health and well-being with the 
opportunity to give and receive valuable peer connection. 
Trained parent volunteer Facilitators will run regular, in-person, 
FREE, CONFIDENTIAL meetings for parents in the community. 
For more information and location contact 
brookfieldpsn@ymhproject.org  

 

 
 
. 

** To participate in these events, people 
have to join the Senior Center and one must 

be 60 years or older** 

Star Watch for September through December, 2019 

The WCSU Planetarium and Observatory facility is OPEN for Public Nights on Saturday evenings during the Fall 
semester; dates and times are listed in the Nightly Sky Calendar (below). 

The Observatory and Planetarium facility lies atop the hill between the Westside Campus Center and the Pinney 
Hall dormitory; the entrance road faces the front of Pinney Hall. The road’s entrance apron is steep; come into 
it from an angle to avoid bottoming out. Parking is available but very limited around the facility; more may be 

found on University Boulevard. 

Public Night events may be cancelled due to severe weather; call (203) 837 – 8672 during the afternoon of a 
scheduled night for an update. Sky viewing cannot be held in cloudy or precipitating conditions, but 

planetarium shows are usually still held. 

Planetarium shows are appropriate for adults and older children, but generally not for infants or toddlers. 
Seating for planetarium shows is first come first served, up to a maximum seating of 40. 

For more information, visit https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/star-watch-is-back-at-westconn-2/ 

mailto:brookfieldpsn@ymhproject.org
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Looking for a Local Festival?  Well we’ve got: 
  
REACHtoberfest is back! 
Join us at Castle Hill Farm for another REACHtoberfest that is sure to be one to remember! Your ticket 
includes live music, unlimited craft beer tasting from some of the best breweries in New England, wine 
tasting from over 40 wineries, and all you can eat from The Big Green Pizza Truck, Hog Wild BBQ and 
the famous Spud Truck!  
 
RiverFest is a celebration of community   October 5 & 6 at Youngs Field 
Sat, Noon to 9:30 pm - Sun, Noon to 6:30 pm 
Attractions include: 
-Live music and entertainment 
-Food trucks and local food vendors 
-Beer and Wine Garden 
-Arts and crafts vendors 
-Environmental education 
-Children’s activities 
-Guided walks along the envisioned “Down to the River” walk 
  
BentFest 2019 Sunday, October 6 from 1 - 4 p.m. 
Join us at Bent of the River Audubon Center, with our avian friends, for our fun-filled nature festival for 
all ages! The festivities will include: 

• Live Music by Cinnamon Sky 

• Live Bird of Prey Show with Sharon Audubon Center 

• Educational & Local Exhibits (including Audubon's Native Plants for Birds program and a Book 
Trail activity for children—featuring The Mouse and the Meadow, written and illustrated by Chad 

Wallace) 

• Vendors 

• Food Trucks: Big Green Eggs and Hamburgers and Sonny’s Grinders 

• Libations 

• Picnicking in the Meadow 

• And More! 

  
Hat City On Tap Craft Beer Festival October 12th from 4-8pm 
Live music and craft beer go together like hops and barley, which is why we’re excited to 
announce Decade, a Neil Young and other ’70s music tribute band, will be performing at Hat City on 
Tap. Rock out with these local favorites while sipping brews from across the nation. Sample over 120 
releases from some of America’s best craft breweries! 
 
Family Fun Festival October 19th 10:30 to 3:00 
Come out for a day of fun, food, music and activities. Pumpkin Patch for Kids, Bounce Houses,Slime 
Making, Face Painting and Meet Kylo Ren and Spider Man. Danbury PAL 35 Hayestown Rd. Danbury CT. 
For more information, click here. 
  
  

For more information about these and other events and festivals, click here. 
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Brookfield Arts Commission Presents the Artwork of Matthew Pricken 
September 5 to October 10 at Brookfield Town Hall  

 
Movies at the Library 
Aladdin: Saturday, October 5 at 2:00 p.m. 
Film showing of Aladdin, directed by Guy Ritchie and starring Will Smith, Mena Massoud, and Naomi 
Scott. A street rat frees a genie from a lamp, granting all of his wishes and transforming himself into a 

charming prince to marry a beautiful princess. But soon, an evil sorcerer becomes hell-bent on securing 
the lamp for his own sinister purposes. 
Yesterday: Saturday, October 19 at 3:00 p.m 
Film showing of Yesterday, directed by Danny Boyle and starring Himesh Patel and Lily James. Jack 
Malik is a struggling singer-songwriter in a tiny English seaside town whose dreams of fame are rapidly 
fading, despite the fierce devotion and support of his childhood best friend, Ellie. Then, after a freak bus 
accident during a mysterious global blackout, Jack wakes up to discover that the Beatles have never 
existed. And he finds himself with a very complicated problem, indeed. 
Free showing, popcorn & soda. More details can be found here. 

 
Annual Scarecrow Decorating Contest 
October 9th at 3:00 
For more information, click here.  

 
Still River Greenway Ecology Walk 
October 12 1:00 to 3:00 
Explore the diverse habitats right along the Still River 
Greenway with Jim Arrigoni, conservation biologist at the CT 
Audubon Society. Natural history of birds, other animals, 
trees and other plants will be pointed out on this gentle 1.5- 
mile walk. Bring binoculars, if you have them, and a sense 
of adventure for sure!  

 
American Military Forum- My Experience in Vietnam as a Regular Soldier 
October 7 at 7:30 
Former U.S. Specialist 5th Class Jim Hudak served in Da’ Nang during the War in Vietnam not as a 
combatant but in a combat service support role as a finance clerk and auditor with the 64th Finance 
Section. He shares his experience while in Da Nang at the Historical Society Museum  

 
Walk Out of Darkness- Brookfield Walk 
October 20 from 1:00 
Join the community of nearly 250k people walking in hundreds of cities across the country in support of 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s mission to save lives and bring hope to those affected 
by suicide.   For more information, click here. 

 
Breast Cancer Awareness- Ladies Night Out 
October 24 from 5:00 to 8:00 
Great Cause - Great Fun!  Food, Wine, Shopping, Massages, Raffles.  Over 20 Vendors  Food by 
LaPiccolina Restaurant  For more information, click here.  

 
Trunk or Treat 2019 
October 25 from 5:00 to 7:30 
At the Brookfield Fire Dept, 92 Pocono Rd. For more information, click here. 
 
  
  

  
  

Looking for more local events? Check out our Events Calendar at 
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/ 

 

 

Interested in becoming a sponsor or advertising your business on TownAppeal.com or our monthly 
newsletter?  In September we had over 3,000 page views on our website and Facebook page.  Our 
advertising rates are very affordable.  Please contact us at admin@townappeal.com for more 
information. 
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Town Appeal.com was created to provide a free and complete business directory where neighbors can 
recommend their favorite local businesses and events.  Our searchable database includes town organizations, 
non-profits as well as parks and open space. 
Town Appeal also features deals from local businesses, a calendar of events, and helpful links. 
Our monthly newsletter features a Spotlight on several town businesses, deals from our local businesses, and 
upcoming events in town. 
  
Please consider subscribing to our newsletter and recommending businesses or events to your friends and 
neighbors by visiting  https://www.townappeal.com or following us on Facebook 
  
 
Copyright © 2019 Local Business Solutions dba Town Appeal 

All rights reserved. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 533 Brookfield, CT 06804 
Contact us at Admin@TownAppeal.com 
 
To ensure delivery of emails from TownAppeal, please add admin@townappeal.com 
to your to your address book. 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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