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“Groundhog found fog. New snows and blue toes. Fine 
and dandy for Valentine candy. Snow spittin'; if you're 
not mitten-smitten, you'll be frostbitten! By jing-y feels 

spring-y.” 
― The Old Farmer's Almanac  

 
Welcome February! This month TownAppeal would like to 
welcome Red Colony Diner, Hibachi King, Strikers Bar and Grill and 

La Piazza Pizzeria and Restaurant to Brookfield.  Read their 

stories below. 
February highlights include the new Glass Recycling 

Program in town, Boy Scout Troop 135 Gazebo project, updates on the Covid 
Vaccine, the Eat Local Challenge to help local restaurants and the “Fill the 

Pantry” initiative by the Brookfield Lions Club.  We also have Kerri Colombo’s Tips 

for Getting Organized and many, many local events. 

 
 Is your new year’s resolution to shop local more often and support Brookfield’s 

economy?  Our business directory lists ALL consumer businesses in town by 
category!  Find what you are looking for at 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/businesses/.  Consider supporting your favorites by 

“recommending” them to your neighbors by giving them a "thumbs up" on their 
profile. 

  

 

 

                                
  

 

Do you have a question or suggestion?  Let us know!  You can send us an 
email by clicking here. 

 
In this edition of our newsletter, we will give you the highlights of some of 

the many events happening locally and neighboring towns.  For a complete 
listing, please visit  

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/  
 Sign up for our Blog and receive an email when we post a new article or our 
weekly "What's Happening in Our Area" post. Visit 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/blog/ 
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If you are a Japanese food enthusiast and have 
yet to try hibachi, you are in for quite a treat. 
The literal meaning of the word hibachi is “fire 
bowl”, and refers to the shape of the cooking 

vessel designed to burn wood or 
charcoal.   Hibachi grills in restaurants most often 
use electricity as a heating source to grill meat, 
vegetable and rice dishes on a high-heat, metal 

cooking plate. 
Chef Abraham Toama, owner/chef of Hibachi King 
spent the last 30 years as an Executive Chef for 

Aramack Foods and was recently the Executive Chef for the Cartus corporation cafeteria in 
Danbury. When he decided to open a restaurant of his own, he knew wanted to offer 

“fresh, high quality meals”, as well as provide a take-out menu where you can order in the 
restaurant or online and have your food ready in 

just minutes. 
He also wanted to offer a unique experience - 

after surveying other local restaurants he noticed 
"there isn't much hibachi in the area" so he 

thought it would be successful here in Brookfield. 
Hibachi King opened last week and has been 

receiving many positive reviews.  Although right 
now his business is mostly take-out, there are a 
few small tables inside.  It will also be a family 

business when his son, Abraham Toama Jr. joins 
his father this week.  He also has been working in 
the food industry since he was 15. The restaurant 
will be open every day from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.   

Are you ready to try hibachi? 
 

Hibachi King 
 

 

The Red Colony Diner is Back! 
  

George Marnelaki has re-opened the Red 
Colony Diner at 121 Federal Rd. 

  
Red Colony first opened in Brookfield in 
1968 by Jimmy Viamis and was sold to 
George’s father, Eddie, in 1972.  It was 
replaced by Five Guys restaurant about 

13 years ago.  
  

After noticing that “Brookfield needed a 
diner”, George decided to purchase and 
reopen the restaurant, where he spent a 

lot of time in his younger years. “I 
wanted to bring back the original small 

town friendly atmosphere of the original place”.  He even hired Jimmy’s son to manage the 
eatery and complete the cycle. 

  
The diner will resemble George Marnelakis’ other establishment, the Blue Colony Diner in 
Newtown and will have similar hours — open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day — until he 

can expand to 24-hour service. 
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When Joe Shepard retired after 22 

years in the military, he had to decide 
what to do next with his life.  He 

considered starting a business, and 
Brookfield was the logical location 

since he spent most of his childhood 
here and felt like “this is home to me.” 

  
After hearing that Brookfield Lanes was closing, his idea began to come 

together.  He always loved bowling.  As a matter of fact, it was this sport that 
helped him with his PTSD resulting from the war.  He began talks with the 

former owner in September of 2020 and opened shortly thereafter. 
  

Although to this point he has made only some minor cosmetic changes, he 
has a larger vision for the future.  One of the rooms will be converted to a 

kids’ space where little ones can play, and private parties can be held.  He will 
expand the arcade room to accommodate two new pool tables which were 

delivered a few days ago.  He also expects to install a few dart boards for the 
sport’s enthusiasts.  Joe has plenty of room outside so hosting Bike and Car 

shows are a potential possibility. 
  

Eventually, he would like to introduce additional bowling leagues, especially 
for teens and pre-teens.  He explains, “Once these are established, in a few 

years student leagues can compete against others in the area.” 
  

His most ambitious plan is to install an “interactive bowling” program” - 
a bowling experience that combines 
vibrant graphics and motion tracking 
with the sport of bowling - similar to 

the picture below. 
  

Joe’s philosophy is to “have fun in life” 
and it appears that a visit to Strikers 

will do the trick. 
  

TownAppeal would like to thank Joe for 

his many years of military service and 
welcome Strikers (belatedly) to 

Brookfield. 
  
  

Strikers of Brookfield -Bar and Grill 

840 Federal Rd. 
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Brookfield, in partnership with the Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority (HRRA), is 
implementing a program to collect and recycle glass separate from the mixed recycling 

stream. In addition to the many environmental benefits, this will increase the value of the 
overall mixed recycling stream and make the separated glass more marketable to be sold 

and recycled into new bottles and jars.  
  

Why is the town doing this?  The HRRA.org website explains it: “While it’s convenient for 
residents to mix recyclables in the same bin, the sorting process for mixed recycling isn’t 

perfect. Machines and employees cannot remove broken glass particles that attach 
themselves to paper, cardboard, and other recyclables, contaminating the bails and 

reducing their market value. There is a cost to clean the glass for it to be recycled, so 
most glass is sent to landfills instead and is never recycled into a new bottle or jar. 

  
The current plan for separated glass is to send it to a local recycling company here in 

Connecticut to make industrial filler. 
  

Since Brookfield does not have a transfer station, residents are encouraged to bring their 
recyclable glass to a bin that is located between the Fire Dept on Pocono Rd and Town 

Hall.  
  

An important item to note - In order to recycle the glass at its highest value, you must 
recycle only acceptable items.  If you contaminate the glass container with unacceptable 
items, it may cost your town contamination fees.  The list of do’s and don’ts can be found 

here: 
 
  

First Selectman Steve Dunn explains that recycling glass is a good start to a greater 
goal.  “I think it is good for the environment as the current single stream system is close 
to a complete failure and is not doing what it was intended to do. Eventually, I want to 

have a full recycling yard year-round in the town.” 
 
 

Separate Glass Recycling Brochure: Why and How. 
   

 

https://townappeal.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23785001990c8af21ede4e32&id=4cd73498a3&e=f138d80917
https://townappeal.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c23785001990c8af21ede4e32&id=44205c8a48&e=f138d80917


 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/brookfield-lions-club-food-drive/  

 

Print the Restaurant Tracking Form: 
Take a picture: (take-out bag or foodie pic with 

restaurant name) 
Post to your social media account: (Facebook or 

Instagram) 
Hash Tag Your Post: #BCCEatLocal 

Submit your completed tracking form by March 
3rd 

See www.BrookfieldChamber.org for details)  

 

 

 

and the winner is...  
 

Board Chair, Rosa Fernandes, announced the final tallies of the New School Naming 
Survey. There were 2,122 responses to the survey. The results overwhelmingly favored 
Candlewood or Candlewood Lake Elementary School with 1,015 responses indicating this 
as the first choice. After discussion and review of the Board Policy for Naming of Facilities 
and the suggestions submitted by CES and HHES students, the Board unanimously voted 

to adopt Candlewood Lake Elementary School as the official name of the new K-5 
elementary school to be built on the site of the current Huckleberry Hill School. To view the 

discussion, click here: https://youtu.be/g86m846GuxM?t=2598  

 

The Still River Greenway Gazebo has long been a 
beautiful meeting and picnicking site in Brookfield. 

Unfortunately, it was badly damaged in several 
strong storms, and it is very close to 

collapsing.  But Connor Carlson and Brookfield 
Troop 135 are coming to the rescue.  

According to his website, "Help Save The SRG Gazebo" 

,  as part of his Eagle project, Connor and his troop 

intend to” straighten, strengthen, and rebuild the 
structure until it is once again a lovely spot to relax 

with friends and family. In addition, we will add a handicap ramp so that everyone can 
easily approach and enjoy the gazebo.” 

 
To accomplish all this, they need public support to help fund building supplies and the 
work of a professional roofer. There are a few ways to help in this restoration. You can 
make a monetary contribution through a PayPal page set up, (You do not need a PayPal 

account. You only need a credit or a debit card) or you can send a check to help fund the 
project to Brookfield Troop 135, PO Box 139, Brookfield, CT. 06804. 
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 Household Hazardous Waste Regional Events 
  

PROTOCOL for events: 
– Limit ONE person per vehicle. 

– YOU MUST REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE AT ALL TIMES.  
– Place only items you want removed at the back of your vehicle.  

– Keep your windows rolled up.  
– Be ready to place driver’s license against window for proof of residency.  

– Workers will remove the contents and will be in full safety gear. 
– Fuel containers will not be poured out and returned at this event due to 

COVID-19 

 HRRA Municipalities include:   
Bethel, Bridgewater, Brookfield, Danbury, Kent, New Fairfield, New Milford, Newtown, 

Redding, Ridgefield, Sherman, and Weston. 

 

 

From:   Steve Dunn, First Selectman 

  
COVID CASES IN BROOKFIELD  

As of yesterday, Thursday the 21st of January, Brookfield remains in the Red Zone. 
  

The State has not yet issued a report on the number of new cases as they have usually done in the 
past. The State did issue a report today showing that 37.3% of our seniors 75 and older have received 

the first dose of the vaccine. This is a very good start but we have a way to go. 
  

GETTING A VACCINE APPOINTMENT for 1st dose for those aged 75 and older:  

  

If you have not signed up yet, please go to the town website and fill out the form. We will enter your 
information into the VAMS system and you will receive an email instructing you how to register and 

make an appointment. If you have not received an email inviting you to register please check the 
town web site for further assistance on steps to take. Each person wanting to get vaccinated must 

have their own unique email address. 
  

As the State adds groups to who is eligible to receive the vaccine, we will upload those whose names 

we have and who qualify to the VAMS system and you will receive an email with instructions. 

  

 We continue to urge all residents to register for Brookfield’s vaccination list if you meet the criteria of 
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being 65 or older or if you are immune compromised. 
  

Here is the link to the sign up form: 
https://brookfieldct.seamlessdocs.com/f/COVIDVaccine 

  

If you are having trouble with using a computer please reach out to a neighbor or family member to 
help you with the registration process. It is not possible for us to assist all residents. 

  

VACCINE UPDATE: SECOND DOSE APPOINTMENTS  

Brookfield has opened appointment slots for 2nd Dose appointments on 2/18, 2/19, 2/25 and 
2/26.  Brookfield only the Moderna vaccine. 

  
To schedule your second dose VAMS Appointment: 

1.      The second dose of Moderna vaccine must be at least 28 days after the 1st dose. It cannot be 
any sooner. It can be a few days later. Please check your vaccination card to determine the date of 

your first dose before scheduling an appointment.  
2.      Log into your VAMS account using the same link, email and password you created for your first 

appointment. 
3.      Following the steps, search for Brookfield Health Department Moderna 1st and 2nd dose 

clinic. 
4.      Select available appointment that is 28 days or more after your 1st dose. 

5.      If all the appointments are filled for our Brookfield Health Department Clinic, search other 
available clinics in Greater Danbury and New Milford to schedule a second dose. Keep checking the 

VAMS appointment site. As more vaccine becomes available clinics will begin offering more 

appointments for second doses. 

6.      Please bring your vaccine card with you to the 2nd dose clinic. 
Brookfield will continue to offer our 1st dose vaccination clinics on Thursdays and Fridays at the 

Brookfield Senior Center through the month of February. Vaccine recipients must use the CDC-VAMS 
system to schedule an appointment. 

  
CT DPH Announcement of Vaccine Eligibility: COVID-19 Vaccine in Connecticut: Main Portal 

Eligible now:    1a   Healthcare, Public Health, Long term care  
1b  Adults 75 years and older and individuals living and staff that work or reside in 

congregate homes that share living spaces.  
  

Coming soon:  
Individuals 65-74 will be next in line for scheduling, followed by frontline essential workers and 

individuals with a high-risk medical condition. 
  

Frequently Asked COVID Vaccine Clinic Questions | Brookfield CT 

Don’t like VAMS or Computers? CALL the VAMS Appointment Hotline at 877-918-2224 but be 
prepared to wait your turn for an available volunteer working with the United Way of Connecticut and 

211. 
 

WORDS OF GRATITUDE: On a personal note, I would like to offer our gratitude to all those 
neighbors and friends who are assisting our most elderly residents navigate the VAMS sign up system 

and get them appointments. 

 

Join the Teddy Bear "Virtual" Sleepover 

Due to COVID-19, we are doing our Teddy Bear Sleepover a bit differently! 
 This year, we are unable to invite you and your stuffed animal friends to the library, but 
our library animals have decided to still have a sleepover!Look through the profiles on 

Google Form and choose a special furry friend to adopt. Fill in your name and e-mail 

address, and then check our Facebook page on Saturday morning, February 6, to watch a 
video and see how much fun your furry friend had the night before! 

 
Share How Much You Love Your Library 

In a building full of stories, your story is one of the most important. Join The Brookfield Library in 
celebrating National Library Lovers’ Month by sharing your library story and having a chance to win a 

prize! Take this opportunity to help your local library by sharing how much you love your library.  
  

Mindfulness  
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Prabha Makayee will lead a guided meditation session on Zoom. Zoom info will be sent 
prior to the event. No camera or microphone necessary to participate. Topics covered may 

include: Gratitude takes Guts, Self Sabotage to Self Love, I am the Boss of Me, I Want 
Answers, Failure is the Key, and Worrier to Warrior, and many more! 

 
Virtual Paint Night Fundraiser 

 

The Brookfield Library Foundation invites you to a Virtual Paint Night for a New Library" 
fundraiser on February 25th. 

 

On Saturday, February 20, the Brookfield Library will host the Red Cross Club from 
Brookfield High School as they lead a conversation about International Humanitarian Law. The 

program will be held on Zoom.  

Living Art Antenna: Virtual Open Mic Night with Brookfield Poet Laureate Atom Rush 

Take the virtual mic to express yourself or just sit back and enjoy the show. Artists of all 
kinds are welcome: poets, musicians, actors, dancers, comedians, visual artists, 

multimedia artists, and more. 

 

 

 

To find more about these programs, visit Brookfield Parks and Rec. 
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Advice for Living: Too Much Stuff! 

  

Do you ever feel overwhelmed when you look around the house or try to find something you know you 

have somewhere?  If you do, you are not alone!  Get Organized month was officially on the calendar 

in January but let's face it, every month is get organized month!  But how to start?   

If you want less stuff around you, there are two ways to achieve that goal. 

 1)    Bring less stuff in the house... pause & consider before you buy, order or receive. 

2)    Take stuff out of the house... keep what most suits your lifestyle and share the rest with others.  

 Seems simple enough but can be a huge challenge for many people.  Looking at your whole house full 
of stuff can be overwhelming.  We must be very thoughtful about what we choose to bring into our 

spaces, and what we keep in our spaces.   

 To decrease the amount of stuff in your home, start by focusing on one category.  In our house we 
realized that buying a new pan at Christmas created a teetering tower of pans in our cupboard.  Our 

strategy to address this is to assess which pans we use regularly, and which similar pans are rarely 

used so we can pass those on and decrease the hazard and frustration.    

 When you focus on one category you can select which items best suits your own lifestyle, and then 
share the rest!  You can share in a few ways.  The Facebook “Buy Nothing Brookfield, CT” group is an 

opportunity to share freely with your neighbors or ask if someone has something you need.   

Recently the “Buy Nothing” group was abuzz as a woman cleaning out her stockpile of table linens 
asked if anyone could use them.  She posted linens she was offering and other Brookfielders received 

tablecloths that fit their tables and their styles.  There is no money exchanged nor trades allowed, so 

it's neighbor helping neighbor.   

 For some, the prospect of listing things to give away is a bit daunting.  If that's the case, keep a box 

labeled DONATION.  When it's full, bring that box to a local donation drop like Goodwill.   

 Kerri Colombo, Motivator, Speaker, Simplifier, Organizer, Author 

 Kerri Colombo is passionate about motivating people to simplify life by reducing clutter and 

creating streamlined organization systems that support your lifestyle & free up time & energy to do 
what you love. Kerri works with private organizing clients, is a speaker, author and educator.  She 

became the Expert Organizer on the national TV series, TLC's Hoarding: Buried Alive and has 
appeared on Better Connecticut and FOX Connecticut News.  She is also the recommended Organizer 
by Hartford Hospital's esteemed Institute of Living: Anxiety Disorders Center.  For more information, to 

schedule a private Organizing appointment or future public speaking engagement, please visit 

www.CornerstoneOrganizing.org.    

 

 

Do you know that over 92% of people looking for a service or a 
product search on-line?  Advertise your business and get found on 
Townappeal.com 

 

We have over 7,000 monthly page views on our website and Facebook 
page.  Our advertising rates are very affordable.  Please contact us at 
admin@townappeal.com for more information. 

 

 

Town Appeal.com was created to provide a free and complete business 

directory where neighbors can recommend their favorite local businesses 

and events.  Our searchable database includes town organizations, non-

profits as well as parks and open space. 

Town Appeal also features deals from local businesses, a calendar of 
events, and helpful links. 

Our monthly newsletter features a Spotlight on several town businesses, 

deals from our local businesses, and upcoming events in town. 

  
Please consider subscribing to our newsletter and recommending 
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businesses or events to your friends and neighbors by 

visiting  https://www.townappeal.com or following us on Facebook 

  
 

Copyright © 2020 Local Business Solutions dba Town Appeal 

All rights reserved. 
 

Our mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 533 Brookfield, CT 06804 

Contact us at Admin@TownAppeal.com 

 

To ensure delivery of emails from TownAppeal, please add 
admin@townappeal.com 
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