
 

 

February 2022 Newsletter  

 

 

 

There are lots of events both in person and on Zoom in our February Calendar of Events !  Be sure to check out 

our guest bloggers.  Click here to get our blogs sent directly to your inbox.  

 

   

 

WHAT DOES THE TOWN ASSESSMENT MEAN TO MY REAL ESTATE TAXES    

By: Linda McCaffrey, Associate Broker with Coldwell Banker Realty 

  

There is always a lot of confusion about how the new town wide assessment will impact our real 

estate taxes.  The town has an independent company determine the value of all properties every 5 

years.  This is the APPRAISED value.  Generally, they set the appraisal slightly low so as not to 

create a flood of appeals at the town hall.  The number that your taxes is based on is the ASSESSED 

VALUD which is 70% of the APPRAISED VALUE.  This assessed value is multiplied by the current MIL 

to determine your taxes.  The MIL rate will increase periodically due to increases in the town 

budget.  It is also adjusted, usually downward, after a year when homes are reassessed. 

  

To roughly estimate what your taxes will be after this current round,  it is important to know that the AVERAGE increase 

was 21% (based on information from town hall).  THIS DOES NOT MEAN YOUR TAXES ARE GOING UP 21%!!!  Compare your 

previous ASSESSMENT to the new assessment.  All things being equal: 

If your assessment went up 21% your taxes will stay the same.  

If they went up less than 21%, they would go down. 

If they went up more than 21%, they would go up. 

  

That is the simple explanation but there are some other variables. The total valuation of every home and business is called 

the GRAND LIST. With the number of new commercial buildings, even if your property went up more than 21% you may not 

see an increase in your taxes. Your taxes are based on the amount of money it takes to run the town.  With more 

properties paying taxes the percentage of the total that you pay goes down. 

  

We know what the final number that you pay can be estimated but until we have the total GRANDLIST and this year’s 

budget you will not know.  The final piece is that once those are determined a NEW MIL RATE will be set.  IF the grand list 

and budget stayed the same the MIL RATE would be reduced 21% and your taxes would remain the same.  These other 2 

variables (Grand List and Budget) need to be factored in before the MIL rate is set.  It is very likely that if the budget stays 

about the same the Grand List increases significantly, your taxes will go down, even if your assessment is more than 21% 

higher than it was 5 years ago. 

  

At this point your taxes have not changed.   They will change in June. The MIL RATE will be set by then and that is what you 

multiply by your ASSESSMENT by (not your appraised value) to determine your taxes.  
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Expedia’s Celebrity Cruises Virtual Event - Feb 1st - Join us with guest speakers from Celebrity Cruises and hear 

about their 2022 itineraries and Healthy At Sea protocols. Safety is still our top priority and our aim is to help 

you plan a wonderful journey that’s as safe as it is exciting. 

 

Curvy’s Cupcakes & Confections is hosting Valentines/ Galentines Mommy’s Board Silly on Feb 9th. 

 

The First Bite Catering is offering cooking classes including Pastabilities, Fat Tuesday New Orleans Cookery, and 

30 Minute Meals.   

 

  

 

The Brookfield Health Department Covid-19 Vaccine Clinics will continue thru January 13th.   

Offering Moderna and J & J Booster Doses 

We do not carry Pfizer 

Town Hall- Room 129, 100 Pocono Road, Brookfield CT 06804 

Due to declining visits, the Covid-19 Boosters/Vaccine clinic will be on Thursdays only, from 3 to 6 PM, 

beginning next week at the Town Hall (room 129 – 100 Pocono Road, Brookfield, CT). No appointment 

needed - walk-ins only.  

 

  

Officially, January was Get Organized month.  But let’s face it.  If you 

live in a home, every month is Get Organized month.  And if you have 

children, it’s every minute of every day.   

 When we’re caught up in the daily minutia, we sometimes lose sight of 

the long game.  For many, that’s a vision of a nice clean organized space 

that is free of clutter and unfinished projects.   

 I’ve been helping people get organized for almost twenty years.  While I’ve worked with people aged 14-93, 

most of my clients tend to be women aged 40-85.   

It may seem like that is a large age span, but from a life perspective there is something all have in common.   

Lots and lots of stuff, much of which doesn’t belong to my clients at all.  Much of the stuff belongs to their kids 

and their deceased relatives.   

  

Women somehow become the keeper of the things.  And those things aren’t going to march out of the house 

themselves.  You need a plan. 

  

If your children are around middle and high school aged, now is the time to start letting go of items you don’t 

use and aren’t likely to.  If you inherited things that are still boxed, it’s time to open them up and dig deep. 
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 Start by placing an empty box somewhere (like the garage) and label it “Goodwill” or “Savers” or wherever you 

donate your goods.  Then, start putting things in the box as you come across items your kids have outgrown, or 

artwork you don’t expect to re-hang, kitchen tools you don’t need etc.  When your box is full, drop it off & start 

again.   

  

I’m quite sure my clients in their 70’s and 80’s would agree- it doesn’t get easier or faster to organize as you get 

older.  Get started today and discover how liberating it is to get out from under the clutter. 

 If you’re having a hard time getting started or don’t know exactly what might help make your life easier, give 

me a call.  I’d love to work with you.   

  

Kerri Colombo, Motivator, Speaker, Simplifier, Organizer, Author 

Kerri Colombo is passionate about  motivating  people to simplify life by reducing clutter and 

creating streamlined organization systems that support your lifestyle & free up time & energy to do what you 

love. Kerri works with private organizing clients, is a speaker, author and educator. She became the Expert 

Organizer on the national TV series, TLC's Hoarding: Buried Alive and has appeared on Better Connecticut and 

FOX Connecticut News.  She is also the recommended Organizer by Hartford Hospital's esteemed Institute of 

Living: Anxiety Disorders Center.  For more information, to schedule a private Organizing appointment or future 

public speaking engagement, please visit www.CornerstoneOrganizing.org.   

 

  

 Whittemore Sanctuary 

 

It seemed like there was a sting of gloomy days between Christmas and the start of the New Year. Getting 

outside on those gloomy days was not on the top of my list of things I felt like doing.  However, I know that 

sometimes the hardest part is just getting my coat on and getting out the door.  Once I’m outside and moving 

my attitude and mood most often improve, and by the time I come back in I’m happy that I pushed myself out 

the door.  

On one of the many gloomy days that week, my husband, son, and I decided to head to Woodbury for a walk in 

the woods at Whittemore Sanctuary.  I did have an ulterior motive for choosing this location. Not far from our 
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hiking destination there is a quirky little store called Soulbury that sells unique handmade items, plants, books, 

and all sorts of rustic treasures. And right beside Soulbury there happens to be a donut and coffee shop. Some 

days (especially the really gloomy ones) I need a little more incentive to get going. Luckily for me both locations 

were open after our hike. 

But first, the hike.  Whittemore Sanctuary is located exactly 2.5 miles down Sherman Hill Rd (route 64) on the 

left. I say exactly because it is very easy to drive right by the entrance. There is a large sign by the entrance but it 

is set back and positioned so that you can’t see it until you are right upon it.  There is plenty of parking in the lot 

and a kiosk with maps and information about events at Flanders Nature Center (also in Woodbury) which 

manages Whittemore Sanctuary.  

There is a network of trails in this almost 700 acres piece of property and they are all marked very well, almost 

too well! The white trail is approximately a 4 mile loop that goes around the perimeter of the sanctuary.  There 

are other trails that intersect through the middle if you’re looking for a shorter hike. 

To make our hike a little more interesting we chose to get closer to the bog in the middle of the sanctuary.  We 

began on the white trail, crossed over to the yellow, and finished up on the blue trail.  This ended up being 

about 4 miles and took us just under 2 hours.  We took our time, stopping to appreciate the three sturdy 

benches that are positioned on an overlook of Lake Quasapaug.  We spent some time checking out a bird 

observation shelter on an overlook of the bog, and stopped a few times to read some plaques.  

The trail is listed as moderate; however the majority of the trail is flat and relatively easy.  There are areas that 

get a little rocky, rooty, and steep, but overall I’d consider the path we took a good walk in the woods for a 

casual hiker.  I didn’t think poles were necessary but the trail did get slippery with the wet leaves and wooden 

boardwalks and bridges.  

I enjoyed the terrain on this hike and was really paying attention to how often it changed.  We went through 

areas that are fairly open, other areas where the vegetation is thick with mountain laurel, and sections that are 

mainly beech trees. My favorite sections included the tall pines and hemlock trees. There are water features 

that include a stream, the lake, a pond and a bog. There are rocky sections where the trail cuts through, and the 

man made features I mentioned earlier.  

Whittemore was a perfect option for the day and I was happy to walk on some trails there that I hadn’t 

explored before. Even though we were getting a little rained on toward the end, it felt refreshing to be out in 

the quiet woods.  As I was hoping, a hot cup of coffee and a donut were a nice way to warm up and wrap up our 

outing.  

 

 



 

 

 Promote Your Business on TownAppeal 

Comprehensive Business Profile- $499/yr or $50/mo 

Enhanced Business Profile $199/year or $10/mo 

Photos, videos, and testimonials $20 each/year 

Advertising boxes $99 to $159/month 

Ad placement on our monthly Newsletter $99/ad 

Sponsor placement on our home page $600/year. 

 

Be sure to take advantage of our FREE advertising opportunities - add your events and coupons to TownAppeal 

at no charge. 

 

  

 

  

 


