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TownAppeal welcomes long-time entrepreneur Monique Quiles who has transformed a 
former day spa into a thriving rental community for small business owners, The Collective.  
In this month's newsletter we will also share our tour of L'Uva and conversation with the 
restaurant's executive chef Dan Rooney. 
There are lots of events in our January Calendar of Events ! Best wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year!  

 

   

The Collective 

Small Businesses Team Up for COVID Comeback and Announce Ribbon Cutting 
 

Long-time entrepreneur Monique 
Quiles has transformed a former 

day spa into a thriving rental 
community for small business 

owners, The Collective. 
 

When COVID hit, thousands of 
businesses floundered or went 

bankrupt when they were forced to 
shutter their operations and still 

pay rent, utilities, and other 
expenses. Those in beauty, 

fitness, and wellness spaces were 
especially hard hit. “You can’t give 
a massage or a facial on Zoom,” 
said Quiles. Realizing that shared 

resources could lighten the load during the trepidation of reopening, Quiles began to 
brainstorm. 

“This was really a passion project for me, I have owned beauty and wellness businesses and I 
saw how the pandemic affected so many owners. I felt a need to foster togetherness during a 

time of such uncertainty and while our entire country is so divided.” 
 

Quiles envisioned a synergistic community for small business owners and entrepreneurs to 
grow and thrive. She made that a reality with The Collective. 

 
“The location was a no-brainer,” said Quiles. “I knew that Raymour Flanagan Plaza was a 

prime location for both owners and clients.” 
 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/luva-ristorante
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=12-2021
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=11-2021


 

Front and center in one of the busiest shopping districts and neighboring the new Amazon 
Fresh location, this 7000sf business community sees more than 70k in daily drive-by traffic. 

“This is far more than just a suite rental,” Quiles explained. “We offer fully-amenitied 
commercial space along with a la carte services from start-up coaching, merchant services, 

and accounting, to website building, graphics resources, and marketing packages. We provide 
booking software for those who need that, and a variety of collaborative and co-working 

opportunities, as well as a platform to support business growth and branding.” 
 

“I love the vibe and energy at the Collective,” said Uni Cui of Healing Hands. “Monique has 
really opened up a world of opportunity for many of us to pursue our dreams, and the result is 
this wonderfully inclusive, diverse community of business owners with so many great services 

to offer.” 
 

The community has daily rentals, short term rentals, and long-term leasing options. “Owners 
and entrepreneurs can book today and work tomorrow,” said Quiles. The community 

welcomes those in the medical, beauty, health, fitness, wellness, and self-care 
industries.  Currently, she has openings for several hair styling chairs as well as different sized 

suites with all the amenities. 
 

The Collective will have its grand opening and ribbon cutting on January 2 and 1pm. All are 
welcome. 

 
The Collective is currently home to: 

Lotus Nail Spa, nail salon 
Sculpt Aesthetics, mediSpa 
Sage Wellness Chiropractic 

Beautify by Zuleyha, lash & brow artist 
HBK, hair by Kemi 

Style by TINA 
Jade, massage therapist 

Aggregata Zupanova, meditation & energy 
healing 

Spray tans 
Bella’s Artistry, Salon 
Healing Hands by Uni 

Rejoice Skincare 
and more. 

A complete directory listing is available at 
www.thecollectivesalonsuites.com 

  
The Collective 

Inside Raymour Flanagan Plaza 
14 Candlewood Lake Rd 

Brookfield, CT 06804 
Ph: (203)546-7424 

Email: info@thecollectivesalonsuites.com 

Website: thecollectivesalonsuites.com 
<http://thecollectivesalonsuites.com/ 

 
   

 

 

http://www.thecollectivesalonsuites.com/
mailto:info@thecollectivesalonsuites.com


 

Welcome to Brookfield L'Uva Ristorante 

 
L’Uva means “The Grapes” in Italian and a 
new restaurant on Candlewood Lake Road 
lives up to its name. 
For those who have been to this location 
before (Al’s Cookout was the last venue) the 
inside of the new restaurant is 
unrecognizable.  Inside is a woodfire oven 
imported from Italy, as is the Carrera marble, a 
wine-themed private room in the back, a glass-
enclosed bar area and many unique decorative 
touches.  A mural of a Sicilian hillside on the 
main dining room wall gives one the feeling of 
dining in an Italian bistro.  
The outside area can hold 100 people and is the location of another imported oven, custom 
made bar, as well as a beautiful gazebo which is ideal for wedding receptions and other 
functions. 
Also displayed are items discovered in Sicily during 600 year-old home renovations.  Relics 
include a genuine Roman dagger now mounted above an oven, and an antique red marble 
bench now inside the entrance. 
Future plans for L’Uva include a brunch menu and more outdoor events to take advantage of 
the beautiful patio. 

 
 

The executive chef at L’Uva Ristorante is the always smiling Dan Rooney.  Dan’s parents 
cooked with him at a young age so it was preordained that he would one day become a 

chef.  He attended Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Los Angeles and his internship 
in Portland, Oregon.  Dan then spent four years working with Chef Sean Brock in North 

Carolina and South Carolina. 
Dan and his wife returned to the New York area where he grew up to be closer to their 

families.  Life is quite busy with a 70 hour work week and a 19 month-old daughter.  Chef Dan 
worked as executive chef at Nouveau Monde in Sandy Hook, CT and J Lawrence Downtown 

in Bethel, CT. 
His goal at L’Uva Ristorante is to break the cookie cutter mold of Italian cooking and serve 

more modern Italian cuisine.  Dan embraces a lighter red sauce with the spirit of Sicilian style 
cooking but he does not limit himself to only Italian dishes.  If there is a wonderful grouper 

available, then grouper it is!  He describes the menu as eclectic and pulls from many different 
styles of cooking including French techniques as well as techniques he learned while working 
in the Carolinas.  He braises his short ribs for over  14 hours and it very popular with diners.  

Chef Dan’s passion for pizza is intense.  He uses three different flours imported from Italy.  He 
begins the starter dough 6 days in advance.  It then ferments for 48-72 hours.  This creates a 

lighter dough as most of the gluten is broken down and is therefore much easier on the 
digestive system.  If you are torn between ordering pizza or an entrée, Dan suggests having a 

pizza as an appetizer for the table!  Great idea Dan. 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/luva-ristorante


 

  
L’Uva Ristorante will be soon offering Sunday brunch.  The menu will be traditional but will 

offer unique entrees as well.  He promises his L’Uva Eggs Benedict (2 eggs on a biscuit with 
pesto hollandaise sauce and high-quality bacon) is an experience!  And of course there will be 

a breakfast pizza (Sunny side eggs with mozzarella and parmesan cheese).  

 

  

  

 Our January Calendar of Events has lots of activities to keep you 
busy!                 
The Brookfield Library Art Gallery 
presents Inspired Space, an exhibition of 
local art created by Sandie Daignault on 
view from January 5 to January 
30.  Daignault’s work is adventurous 
and versatile as she creates in acrylic, 
pastel, graphite, and colored 
pencil. Inspired Space includes 
introspective abstracts, dramatic 
landscapes, and cozy countryside 
scenes. Daignault’s use of soft palettes 
convey her inspiration and sense of 
freedom in nature.  
Here are more events offered by The 
Brookfield Library in January.  Click here 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=10-2021
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=12-2021
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/the-brookfield-library-presents-sandie-daignault-inspired-space/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/brookfield-public-library


to view them. 

 
 
Christmas Tree Pick Up Boy Scout Troop 5 - The scouts will pick the tree up from your 

driveway and dispose if it for you. Pick up dates are Sunday 1/2 and Saturday 1/8.  A 
small suggested donation of $10 per tree is appreciated (but not required) to help the 
scouts fund their programming throughout the year.  
The Yard Refuse Center will be open on the following Saturdays from 8:30am-4:00pm to 

accept Christmas Trees ONLY: Saturday, January 8th and Saturday, January 15  
 

 

 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/christmas-tree-pick-up-boy-scout-troop-5/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/brookfield-christmas-tree-disposal-schedule-for-yard-refuse-center/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/brookfield-public-library
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/the-kent-land-trust-hosts-douglas-tallamy-on-restoring-natures-relationships-at-home/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/22258/


 

Night of the Assassins 
by Jose Triana 
directed by Tony Bosco-Schmidt 
starring Sean Latasa, Lizzy Booth  

January 28 - Feb. 12, 2022 
Three siblings plot to kill their parents in this 
award-winning play. The siblings play various 
parts in their plotting/retelling of events. A 
dramatic allegory of Cuba in the 1960s, it is 
controversial and compelling.  
 
 
 

Click here to view these events and 
more in our Calendar of Events 

 
   

 

  

 
The Collective's Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held on January 2nd at 1pm.  All are welcome. 

 
La Piazza Pizzeria and Restaurant opened their beautiful lounge and fine dining restaurant on 

December 8th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bpt.me/5309851
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=01-2022
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/town-events/?month=06-2021
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/ribbon-cutting-at-the-collective-all-are-welcome/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/la-piazza-pizzeria-and-restaurant


 

The First Bite Catering is offering  classes in January and February. 

  

 

  

 

The Brookfield Health Department Covid-19 Vaccine Clinics will continue thru January 13th.   
Offering Moderna and J & J Booster Doses 
We do not carry Pfizer 
Town Hall- Room 129, 100 Pocono Road, Brookfield CT 06804 
Tuesdays 10 am to 1pm and Thursdays 3pm to 6pm 
No appointment needed – walk-ins only. Must provide proof of primary vaccination series at 
vaccine clinic, and bring a photo ID. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

With the rise in Covid-19 cases please be sure to visit business and event 
websites for changes in hours, closure or cancellations. 
 
 
 
  

 

 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/the-first-bite-catering
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/brookfield-health-department-covid-19-vaccine-clinics/
https://townappeal.com/brookfield/events/covid-19-testing-in-the-city-of-danbury/


 

With everything online, the days 

of looking up businesses in the 

yellow pages are over.  Today's 

consumers use Google and trusted 

online directories, like 

TownAppeal, to find businesses to 

serve their needs.  Get found on 

TownAppeal!   

Email us at admin@townappeal.com 
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