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TownAppeal is thrilled to welcome La Piazza Pizzeria and Restaurant to 

Brookfield.  The pizzeria opened on 1/28/21 in Brookfield Town Center.  We caught 

up with manager Francesco Bagala on 3/8/21.  His love of food is 

contagious.  Franceso and his uncle have 40 years combined experience in the 

restaurant business.  This is their 6th restaurant, including two in New York; Pepetini 

in Cornwall-On-Hudson and Pizza 300 in Newburgh. 

Hailing from Calabria and Naples, they are eager to share their love of all things 

Italian with their customers.  The pizzeria and restaurant’s stunning décor features 

granite, marble and leather imported from Italy.  

Grandma’s Pizza is one of their best sellers; it’s made with a thin square crust and 

topped with marinara, parmesan cheese, garlic, and fresh basil.  The Hartford 

Burger Deluxe, sourced with local beef, is another best seller. 

La Piazza also offer a wide variety of specialty and Sicilian pizzas,  pasta, entrées, 

wraps, heros, and rolls.  TownAppeal highly recommends their Eggplant Pizza 

Roll.  Their desserts are a fan favorite. 

Looking for something out of the box?  Try the new Italian Hot Dog Pizza Wheele 

which is stuffed with hot dogs, French fries, ketchup, mayonnaise and mozzarella cheese.    

The adjacent restaurant will open sometime in the spring.  It will offer an authentic fine dining experience.  The bar/lounge seats 

32 people and the dining room seats 52.  The restaurant will also boast a 22 person patio.  Stay tuned for more details! 

 

 

La Piazza Pizzeria and Restaurant 

800 Federal Rd Brookfield, CT 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/la-piazza-pizzeria-and-restaurant-2/ 
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TownAppeal is excited to welcome Luxe Beauty Bar to Brookfield. When you meet 

Vanessa Fernandez, the first thing that strikes you is her energy and passion for her 

business.  

Vanessa and her husband Hector, both Brookfield residents, rented 849 Federal Rd. right 

before Covid hit last year and spent the next few months completely gutting and rebuilding 

the location.  The result is a beautiful and comfortable atmosphere for Vanessa’s new 

business Luxe Beauty Bar.  The operation was  launched without  loans; just their 

savings, hard work and a life-long dream. 

The vision for Luxe Beauty Bar started a few years ago when Vanessa completed her 

degree at the NY School of Aesthetics.  She opened a small shop in New York but knew 

she wanted something bigger.  When they found the space for rent in Brookfield she knew 

it was the perfect location. 

 Luxe Beauty Bar is about skin care and all things beauty.  There is a store in the front 

room that carries all-natural products such as soaps, bath 

bombs, and full assortment of other skin care products for both men and women.  “I believe that you should use 

natural products both inside and out.”, quoted Vanessa 

Services provided include facials, waxing, body and hydro derma treatments and much more.  As proof of her 

passion for  life-long learning  Vanessa proudly displays  more than 12 certificates in the treatment room for 

various courses that she  completed.  There is also a third room which Vanessa hopes to rent out to a 

hairdresser or a barber. 

Luxe Beauty Bar 

849 Federal Rd Brookfield, CT 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/luxe-beauty-bar/ 

JJ Stacks – Burgers And Beyond 

JJ Stacks is reopening on Wednesday, April 19th with even more burgers, 

breakfast selections, and family fun events. They have added 5 new 

burgers and a vegetarian option to their menu. Their Bobcat Blue Stacks 

promises to be a fan favorite – featuring special blend patties with bleu 

cheese, bacon and barbeque sauce. In the near future JJ Stacks will be 

offering beer and wine. 

Their breakfast menu has expanded to include pancakes and specialty 

breakfast sandwiches.  Breakfast will be served daily from 6-11am.  JJ Stacks will continue to serve their homemade donuts 

(while supplies last) and Rich Farm ice cream. 

Looking for some family fun?  JJ Stacks has you covered.  They will have a packed events calendar in the coming months 

including live music, their very popular drive-in movie nights, cruise nights, and mini golf tournaments.  They will be expanding 

their current lawn games to include corn hole toss!  Grand re-opening will be held on Saturday, April 24th from 12-5pm. 

Entertainment will include a DJ and free mini golf.  Rain date is May 1st. 

JJ Stacks will now be open 7 days a week.  

Breakfast served daily from 6 - 11am 

Lunch and dinner served Sunday – Thursday from 11am - 8:30pm 

Lunch and dinner served Friday and Saturday – from 11am – 9:30pm 

JJ Stacks 

537 Federal Rd 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/business/jj-stacks/ 
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Our April Calendar of Events features Brookfield Parks & Rec's Winter Wanderland Snowflake Hunt, Sky Orienteering 

at Happy Landings and Spring Break Camps for some much needed outdoor fun!  They are also hosting Mission 

Control Video Game Leagues. 

 

The Brookfield Library is offering a number of virtual events including: Keeping Chickens In The Backyard, 

Mindfulness For All, and Pollinators In The Backyard - A Focus On Butterflies.  They are hosting Llamas At the 

Library on 4/12 featuring special guest Robert the llama!  

 

The Friends of the Brookfield Library is raising funds through the Library Giving Day campaign to benefit the 

Library’s building fund. This national fundraising event will occur through April 7 and will encourage patrons and 

library lovers to make a gift to The Brookfield Library’s building fund. The campaign has received the backing of 

McCaffrey Professionals of Coldwell Banker Realty to match donations up to $500.  Friends of The Brookfield 

Library will be hosting a book and craft fair on 4/24.  Food and vendor trucks will be there. 

 

The Brookfield Craft Center is hosting Artists On The Rise: A Virtual Student Exhibit.  The Brookfield Theatre 

Presents William Shakespeare’s “Richard II” Adapted For Virtual Audiences. 

 

HRRA is holding a Household Hazardous Waste Event on 4/3 in Danbury and a Home Composting Zoom Event on 

4/14. 

 

Events From Local Non-Profits! 

Brookfield Lions Club is sponsoring a Blood Drive at St Joseph Catholic Church on 4/21.  On 5/15 they will be 

holding a Shred/Food Drive Event.  Details to follow.   

Animal Welfare Society in New Milford is opening a Pet Thrift Shop on 4/10.  All proceeds help their rescued pets.  

Brookfield Troop 5's Annual Mulch Sale is underway - last day to order is 4/24.   

Help Brookfield Pack 135 and enjoy Krispy Kreme donuts. Orders due by 4/19. 

The wonderful Brookfield Grad Party is seeking sponsors and gifts/gift cards for raffle baskets. 

Harrybrooke Park is holding their Return Of The Egg Hunt on 4/3. 

 

There are some fun events happening at local businesses this month.  The First Bite Catering has resumed their 

cooking classes (prices vary). Brushy Hill Farm in Southbury is holding their Easter Egg Hunt And Pony Rides 

through 4/2.  JJ Stacks will hold their Grand Reopening on 4/24 with a DJ and free mini golf.  Dan's Garage will be 

performing at Twins BBQ on 4/25.  Crepe Hut Food Truck will be visiting DiGrazia Vineyard on 5/9 and 5/16.   

Click here to view our calendar  
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Shorts & to the Point goes to the Oscars...virtually! 

If you'd like to watch the Oscar Nominated Short Films and benefit the 

scholarship fund for a graduating high school senior who is a resident of 

Brookfield and attending college to pursue a career in the arts, now is your 

chance. 

https://watch.eventive.org/ons21-townofbrookfieldartscommission.  Read 

more  

 

TownAppeals Newest blogger - Kim Downey's KD Passport 

This month we would like to introduce our newest blogger, Kim 

Downey.  Kim, a Brookfield resident, has been posting stories about her 

travels around Connecticut on her Facebook page, KDPassport.  

A little more about Kim: 

“Back in June 2019, I became intrigued with the idea of exploring every 

town in Connecticut. My family and I had met Martin Podskoch at 

DiGrazia Vineyards as he introduced his book, “Connecticut 169 Club: 

Your Passport & Guide to Exploring Connecticut.” 

I began the quest in earnest by embarking on many solo trips; then at 

times joined by friends or relatives. I completed this wonderful adventure 

in Norwalk on August 12, 2020, accompanied by my family. I realized that 

I wasn’t “done” since there is so much to see and do in all seasons of our 

beautiful state. I look forward sharing many ideas with you! 

If you need any recommendations, feel free to comment on her blog or send her an email at admin@townappeal.com.” 

This month Kim has written about: 

Tip of the week: Head to the beaches while they are free and open to the general public! 

“DAZZLE: A garden of Glass”  

It’s Maple Sugaring Time in Connecticut! 

Kim is a wonderful photographer, so each article has many beautiful photos of her trip. 

Town Appeal would like to welcome Kim and thank her for her wonderful stories!  
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TownAppeal's blogger - Andrea White - Connecting With Nature - 

Maple Connection Team 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/category/connecting-with-

nature/ 

 

 

 

   

 

After we published a few of Andrea's posts about hiking, we were 

contacted by Brian from OutsideHow, a site that helps everyone 

embrace the outdoors. He thought that his blog on "How to Find 

Hiking Trails" would be relevant and we couldn't agree more! He 

offered to let us use his post, so with Brian's permission and our 

thanks, here it is: 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/2021/03/30/20977/  

 

TownAppeals's blogger - Kerri Columbo- Advice for Living: The Cast Iron Pan 

We're forever trying to streamline and simplify our routines, home and 

stuff.  Last Christmas I gave my husband a large non-stick pan.  He was 

delighted & we had ideas of getting rid of our lesser used pans. Within days 

we were reminded why we had abandoned non-stick years ago when we 

discovered one of our kids had used a metal spatula on the pan and 

scratched it significantly.  Ugh.  

I set my sights back on our little-used cast iron pan.  We've had cast iron pans for a number of years, but they've always intimidated 

me.  I've printed out information and tried proper seasoning.   I never felt quite right about the “no soap” rule during cleaning & couldn't 

imagine that the cast iron pan could ultimately be non-stick.  Since my Google searches provided little help, I turned to crowd-sourcing 

on my Facebook page.  There were lots of great suggestions and links shared with me, each with a slightly different approach on how 

to season or care for cast iron.  

Then, I saw a couple simple suggestions that got me over my fear of seasoning and proper cleaning.  A friend from High School who 

became a chef assured me I would not regret the purchase of a metal cleaning cloth called a “Stainless Steel Chainmail Scrubber.” I 

ordered.  Another friend suggested that after washing, put the pan on the stovetop on low heat to dry. Someone else shared an article 

that told me what I needed to hear:  To properly season cast iron, use the pan. That's it. So, I used the pan.  Guess what?  So far, it 

seems to be working!  

My crowdsourced Simple Cast Iron recipe for success: 

1)     Use your  cast iron pan.  (I've been cooking things like veggies with olive oil in the oven, or hot dogs in the oven – sticking with 

food that is cooked in or produces fat/oil.) 

2)     Clean the pan in water using only the metal cleaning cloth, called a “Stainless Steel Chainmail Scrubber.” 

3)     Dry the pan on a stove top burner on low heat, just long enough to dry.  

4)     Repeat 

Good luck! Kerri Colombo, Motivator, Speaker, Simplifier, Organizer, Author 

https://townappeal.com/brookfield/category/connecting-with-nature/
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Click here to subscribe to our monthly Newsletter.  Your privacy is important to us and we will never ever rent, sell or 

share your email address. 

Click here to subscribe to our blog.  You will receive an email when we add a new post.  Be a neighbor in the know!  

Please help TownAppealers, Monica Pondiccio and Tara Reilly, by sharing our newsletter with your friends. Thanks!  

 

 

  

With everything online, the days of looking up businesses in the yellow pages are over.  Today's 

consumers use Google and trusted online directories, like TownAppeal, to find businesses to serve 

their needs.  Get found on TownAppeal!   

Email us at admin@townappeal.com   
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